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It is not possible to create a child poverty free London without addressing the housing crisis
facing families in the city. The next leaders of local government must work with partners in the
Greater London Authority and central government to tackle exorbitantly high rents, urgently
deliver new homes at social rent across London, and improve the standards and conditions of
temporary accommodation in London. They can do this by taking the following actions:

® Build more social housing. We are asking local authorities to make sure
properties are built with a commitment to social rents. They should develop a
social rent delivery policy in their local plans that is informed by a substantive assessment
of social housing as well as a robust Equality Impact Assessment. Residential developments
under section 106 must ensure that the vast majority, if not all, should be allocated to
social rent and not just affordable rent.

® Ban No-DSS discrimination. We are asking local authorities to pass motions
banning blanket bans against people who can afford the rent but are
discriminated against for receiving benefits. V\Where relevant, they should amend
their licensing policies so that councils can enforce against this discrimination.

® Ensure that temporary accommodation is suitable, safe and of good quality.
We are asking that local authorities commit to minimum standards and develop a
coordinated framework for maintaining and managing temporary accommodation.
Families should be supported throughout their placement in temporary accommmodation
and be supported in making complaints when relevant. Local authorities must ensure that
housing departments and social services never end or threaten to end accommodation
through a homelessness or child in need duty without a clear plan for how a child will
be accommodated.




Action on Childcare

Polling carried out in September 202 | among a representative sample of Londoners found
that childcare costs were felt to be the biggest driver of poverty in the city?® This reflects the
fact that total childcare costs in inner London are 30% higher than elsewhere in the country.’”

These high costs and the failure of central government to uprate the childcare element of
Universal Credit means that for many families across the city, especially lone parents, it is no
longer possible to make work pay, even on a part-time basis. For families with children who
are disabled or have special educational needs, the barriers are even higher, due to a lack of
affordable, high-quality provision that meets their children’s needs.

The situation is also very difficult for childcare providers. Government funding for the
childcare that families are entitled to is inadequate, and rising energy prices, inflation and
increased employment costs are making it harder and harder to balance the books and
provide this essential service. Local councils have supported the childcare sector through the
pandemic and must continue to support providers and ensure families have access to high
quality, affordable, accessible childcare that allows them to work. Actions to take include:

® Consider how local early years funding could be used more creatively and
complemented from additional sources, to increase provision for children
who would disproportionately benefit from it, including children whose families are
experiencing financial hardship, children with SEND and children in need.

® Where gaps are identified in the supply of affordable, high-quality childcare
in the local area consider providing financial support to address them, for
example in the form of start-up grants to providers to establish new settings and/or
increase the number places available.

® Establish schemes to provide social security claimants with interest-free
loans or payments to cover the up-front costs of childcare provision, such as
deposits.
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This manifesto is supported by a coalition of charities, working as part of the London Child
Poverty Alliance (LCPA) and committed to tackling child poverty in London. The LCPA brings
together collective knowledge, expertise and experience to develop and champion the

practical solutions needed to tackle child poverty in London.
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